
Information on Phonics 

 

At JFK, our phonics sessions are delivered through Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised. Phonics 

is taught from nursery to help children master the basics of the foundation stage of early reading. 

These sessions are delivered systematically and are broken down from phases 1 to 5. Each phase 

allows children to progressively build on their reading skills with the hope that they are confident 

and fluent readers by the end of phase 5. Outlined below is some information on what you can 

expect in each phase.  

Foundation for Phonics (also known as Phase 1) 
This is a child’s first introduction to early reading. The focus of this stage is listening and making 

sounds with our mouths, bodies and through experimenting with objects such as instruments. 

Children will explore environmental sounds, rhyme, alliteration, and early letter recognition. This is 

delivered through: 

• sharing high-quality stories and poems with children 

• learning a range of nursery rhymes and action rhymes 

• activities that develop focused listening and attention, including oral blending 

• attention to high-quality language with children 

Phase 2 

Phase 2 begins in reception and aims to introduce to children the sounds that letters make (these 

are known as phonemes). In Phase 2, children focus on learning the 19 most common single letter 

sounds and some graphemes (two letters that make one sound). From this, children learn to 

segment and blend short words. Children are also introduced to some tricky words. These are words 

that you cannot decode e.g., I, no and go.  

Phase 3 

Phase 3 introduces children to further phonemes, mainly focussing on further diagraphs such as ai, 

ee, igh, oa and oo. Alongside this, children are taught to recognise more tricky words. As their 

segmenting and blending skills continue to develop, they will learn to read longer words, including 

words with double letters, words ending in -ing, and compound words. 

Phase 4 
 
This phase is an opportunity for children to recap all Phase 2 and 3 phonemes and by now, children 
should be confident with each of these. This phase focusses on consolidation and refining children’s 
knowledge, while introducing more tricky words. Children will read words with both short and long 
vowels and words ending in a range of suffixes, including: –ing, –ed /t/, –ed /id/ /ed/, –ed /d/ –er, –
est. In Phase 4, children will, among other things: 
 

• Practise reading and spelling CVCC words (‘bump', 'nest', ‘belt,’ ‘milk’, etc) 
• Practise reading and spelling high frequency words 
• Practise reading and writing sentences 
• Learn more tricky words, including ‘have,’ ‘like,’ ‘some,’ ‘little’ 

 
Children should now be blending confidently to work out new words. They will be starting to be able 
to read words automatically, rather than having to segment and blend.  



Phase 5 

Phase 5 is introduced in year 1 and this the final phase in Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised. 
Here, alternative spellings for phonemes are introduced e.g., ur as in curl and ir as in bird, and they 
will learn how to apply spelling rules for these. Children also learn new graphemes and alternative 
pronunciations. For example, learning that the grapheme ow makes a different sound in ‘snow’ and 
‘cow’. In this phase, blending will continue to become quicker and more automatic. They will also 
continue to learn final tricky words. By the end of this phase, children will have been taught to: 

• Say the sound for any grapheme they are shown 

• Write the common graphemes for any given sound (e.g., ‘e,’ ‘ee,’ ‘ie,’ ‘ea’) 
• Use their phonics knowledge to read and spell unfamiliar words 

• Read all of the 100 high frequency words, and be able to spell most of them 

• Form letters correctly 

Once children have completed phase 5 and the phonics programme, they will continue to be 
provided with a matched book appropriate to their reading level. They will also be introduced to our 
school spelling programme. 

 

Below is the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme overview for both reception and 
year 1. This details which phonemes and tricky words will be introduced, and when.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 


